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NEW WORK FOR SIGMA XI 

The semi-annual meeting of the Executive Committee was held in 
Chicago on May 4 as announced. The minutes of that meeting with 
an extended abstract of the discussions will be the leading article in 
the September Quarterly. One or two features of the occasion 
may be briefly noted here. 



Coming as this meeting did at a moment of grave importance in 
national history, it was natural that the future of the Society and its 
specific relation to the needs of the country should be the foremost 
topic for consideration. There are not wanting those who have 
urged that the Society disband and that all the energy of individual 
members be directed to the" support of the Government at the 
particular point for which the individual seemed best qualified. To 
the great majority, however, this has not seemed the correct view. 
The country needs now as never before an emphasis upon research 
and the fullest utilization of existing organizations for the encourage- 
ment and development of investigation. 

A number of prominent items received attention at that time, 
showing possibilities as yet undeveloped, but offering opportunities 
for the work and influence of Sigma Xi which should make the 
organization of real service to the Nation. 

First and foremost of these may be placed the proposal of 
President Stieglitz fully outlined in the leading paper of this number. 
All who had heard of this plan were impressed with its value. While 
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there are difficulties in the way of its realization, they should not 
deter us from the effort in view of the tremendous influence which 
would be exerted through the amalgamation of all the alumni with 
the active members of the Society into a single working unit. In such 
an event, the Quarterly would acquire increased importance as the 
agent of communication. It is to be hoped that members will study 
carefully the outline of Professor Stieglitz' plan and offer sugges- 
tions for the modification and extension of the scheme, as well as 
express their views on the general advisability of the plan. 

Of almost equal importance with the last item was the decision of 
the Executive Committee to tender the services of the Society and 
its journal to the National Research Council. Readers of the 
Quarterly are well acquainted with the details concerning the 
organization of this splendid movement under the direction of its 
distinguished chairman, Dr. George E. Hale, and with the various 
subordinate committees and collaborators which it has brought into 
the work. It is yet too early to venture any suggestion as to the exact 
manner in which assistance can be given, but all will recognize the 
appropriateness of such an arrangement and will approve the action 
of the Executive Committee in placing the resources of the Society 
unreservedly at the disposal of the National Research Council. 



The research men of the country are to be recruited from the 
college students of today. They will determine our ability as a nation 
to meet the demands of the future for fuller existence thru more 
perfect knowledge of the powers and processes of mind and matter. 
What is your chapter doing to interest men in the opportunities that 
research offers ? 



